
2ND CALL FOR PROJECTS
SHORT INFO PACK



VENETIAN CLUSTER

FRANCE CLUSTERS

CLUSTER IDIA

ITALCAM

OPEN HUB CREATIVE
CLUSTER

The FRIEND CCI project offers  f inancial  support  to SMEs in the form of grants ,  d i rected to
the development and implementat ion of cross-sectoral  projects aimed to br ing innovat ion
both at the level  of  products and at the level  of  processes/ technologies ,  with a specif ic
eye on the needs l inked to the twin t ransi t ion.

ABOUT FRIEND CCI 



Creative & Cultural
Industries

FRIEND CCI EUROCLUSTER IS ONE OF THE 30
EUROCLUSTERS FUNDED UNDER THE COSME
SMP PROGRAMME

FRIEND CCI EUROCLUSTER
IS RECOGNIZED AS PART
OF THE CREATIVE AND
CULTURAL INDUSTRIES
ECOSYSTEM

https://clustercollaboration.eu/euroclusters 
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Legend:

opening of first 
call of proposal

APPLICATION PERIOD
EVALUATION PERIOD:
WINNER NOTIFICATION:
1° PROJECT PERIOD:

opening call for 
expression of interest

FRIEND CCI FUNDING SCHEME: 
2 WINDOWS TO APPLY TO CALL FOR SME

2° PROJECT PERIOD:



1 076 000, 000 EUR

AVAILABLE BUDGET 
FROM FRIEND CCI EUROCLUSTER

1ST OPEN
CALL

2ND OPEN
CALL

538.000,00 EUR 538.000,00 EUR

OPEN 27TH OF JULY
2023

CLOSE 30TH OF
SEPTEMBER 2023

OPEN START OF
NOVEMBER 2023

CLOSE START OF
JANUARY 2024

Funded at 100%



WHERE TO FIND THE FRIEND CCI 1ST CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS
DEDICATED TO SME

2nd A B C GA D

2ND CALL ANNEX A
APPLICATION 

FORM

ANNEX B
NACE CODES FOR

CCI 'S
ECOSYSTEM

ANNEX C
PARTNERS

DECLARATIONS

TEMPLATE
G.A. (GRANT
AGREEMENT)

ANNEX IN MAGENTA COLOUR (A,  C,  D)  NEEDS TO BE SUBMITTED DURING
APPLICATION PHASE.

ANNEX D
BUDGET FORM

TEMPLATE



SMES WILL BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE ONLY ONE TIME AS
PARTNERS OR LEAD PARTNERS OF A CONSORTIUM OF SME, IN
MAXIMUM ONE APPLICATION IN THE SECOND CALL FOR
PROPOSAL. SMES THAT PARTICIPATED TO THE FIRST CALL AND
WERE NOT AWARDED FOR FUNDING, ARE ALLOWED TO
PARTICIPATE AGAIN SUBMITTING A DIFFERENT PROJECT. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, IS IT POSSIBLE FOR SMES TO PARTICIPATE
MULTIPLE TIMES AS A PROVIDER FOR A CONSORTIUM OF SMES, 
IN BOTH CALLS. IS IMPORTANT THAT THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF
FINANCIAL SUPPORT RECEIVED FOR A SINGLE SME AND
PROVIDER IN THE FRAMEWORK OF FRIEND CCI EUROCLUSTER
CANNOT EXCEED 60.000 EUROS.

ELEGIBILITY CRITERIA



 be legal entities;

 be established in one of the eligible countries, i.e.:

EU Member States (including overseas countries and territories (OCTs)

non-EU countries:

listed EEA countries and countries associated to the COSME part of the

Single Market Programme.

Only SMEs are eligible to apply for the FRIEND CCI open call, by applying as
a consortium of SMEs.

In order to be eligible, the applicants must:

Definitions: For the purpose of this call, SMEs have to be understood as Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises. According to the European Commission’s

Recommendation (2003/361/EC), companies shall respect these requirements (see

below table). 

ELEGIBILITY CRITERIA



   Type of enterprise eligible for this
call
   

   Can
   it apply?
   

  Microenterprise
  

  Yes
  

  Small enterprise
  

  Yes
  

  Medium Enterprise
  

  Yes
  

  Private Associations
  

  Yes (if they own
VAT)
  

  Freelance or Independent
professionals
  

  No
  

   Type of enterprise eligible for this
call
   

   Can
   it apply?
   

  Schools
  

  No
  

  Universities
  

  No
  

  Public Institutions
  

  No
  

ELEGIBILITY CRITERIA



PARTNERS FROM MORE THAN
1 COUNTRY:

PARTNERS FROM EU
COUNTRIES DIFFERENT THAN:

N.  OF PARTNERS:

N.  OF PARTNERS FROM
CULTURE ECOSYSTEM:

N. OF PARTNERS FROM
OTHER ECOSYSTEM:

LEAD PARTNER FROM:
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CONSORTIUM COMPOSITION TO APPLY:

MIN. 2 SME ,  MAX 5 SME

AT LEAST ONE (SEE NACE
CODE ANNEX B)

AT LEAST ONE

FROM 2 COUNTRY TO MORE

IF INCLUDE SPECIFIC
COUNTRIES (SEE THE 2ND CALL)



CONSORTIUM COMPOSITION:
CCI 'S INTERLINKAGES WITH OTHER SECTORS

Tourism

Mobility, Transport
& Automotive

Electronics

Textile

Digital

Renewables

Energy Intensive
Industries

Construction

Agri-Food

Helath

Proximity 
& Social

Economy

Retail

Aerospace &
Defence

Creative & Cultural
Industries



1# LEAD PARTNER

2# PARTNER

1# LEAD PARTNER

3# PARTNER

4# PARTNER

2# PARTNER

3# PARTNER

4# PARTNER

CONSORTIUM COMPOSITION: EXAMPLES

1# LEAD PARTNER

2# PARTNER

5# PARTNER

1# LEAD PARTNER

2# PARTNER

3# PARTNER

TO FACIL ITATE APPLICANTS IMAGINING POSSIBLE CONSORTIUM SCENARIO, HERE
SOME ELEGIBLE EXAMPLES,  USING PRECEDENT SL IDE ECOSYSTEMS LOGOS:



2)  ADOPT PROCESSES AND
TECHNOLOGIES TO REINFORCE
TRANSFORMATION INTO A
GREENER AND MORE DIGITAL
ECONOMY.

The aim is  to adopt processes
and technologies that improve
the value chains ’  eff ic iency in
the use of resources,  open
markets for  green technologies
and serv ices and uptake of
digital  solut ions.

MANDATORY OBJECTIVES: CHOOSE AT LEAST ONE

1 )  PRODUCT INNOVATIONS

Appl icants should submit
proposals  that center  in
innovat ion in their  value chains.  

They should undertake
innovat ion act iv i t ies i .e.  a l l
developmental ,  f inancial  and
commercial  act iv i t ies
undertaken by a f i rm that are
intended to result  in  an
innovat ion for  the f i rm.



2)AT LEAST ONE ACTIVITY TO GO
INTERNATIONAL ,  TO BOOST
ACCESS TO GLOBAL SUPPLY AND
VALUE CHAINS,  BASED ON THEIR
LEVEL OF READINESS.

2 MANDATORY ACTIVITIES: TO DO BOTH

1 )  AT LEAST ONE UPSKILL ING
AND/OR RESKILL ING ACTIVITY
FOR SME EMPLOYEES
(ORGANIZE TRAINING )

MANDATORY REQUIREMENT TO
INCLUDE IN THEIR PROJECT
BUDGET AT LEAST ONE
SERVICE FROM AN EXTERNAL
SERVICE PROVIDER. 

1  MANDATORY SERVICE FROM EXTERNAL PROVIDER

DIGITAL TRANSITION, 
GREEN TRANSITION, 
INTERNATIONALIZATION. 

THE SERVICE SHOULD FOCUS ON ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING TOPICS: 

THE SERVICES CAN BE PART OF AN ACTIVITY TO
COVER ACTIONS UNDER MANDATORY ACTIVITIES.

MANDATORY ACTIVITY CAN BE COVERED BY:



co-funded at 100%

20.000,00 EUR 50.000,00 EUR
MINIMUM MAXIMUM

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM FRIEND CCI 'S 1ST CALL

TYPE OF SUPPORT: LUMP SUMS

IMPORTANT: AT LEAST 20% OF THE BUDGET OF EACH PROJECT SHOULD
BE DEDICATED TO THE SMES FROM THE CCI SECTOR (SEE ANNEX B FOR
CCI'S NACE CODES). 

EACH APPLICANT SHOULD DETAILS HOW THE GRANT WILL BE SPENT USING
THE TABLE BADGET OF THE APPLICATION FORM. THE CALL DESCRIBE THE
ELEGIBLE BUDGET CATEGORY.



CRITERIA FOR
EVALUATION

Relevance
Quality
Capacity
Impact

MAIN CRITERIA:
1.

2.
3.
4.

ADDITIONAL CRITERIA:
5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Proposals  that pass the minimum
required score for  each cr i ter ia
wi l l  be considered for  funding.
Funding wi l l  be awarded on the
basis  of  a short l i s t  start ing from
the highest  score down, with in
the l imits  of  the avai lable cal l
budget.



HOW TO APPLY

SUBMISSION IS A 2-PHASE PROCESS:
a)  Create a user account and register  your
organizat ion on the Cluster  Submiss ion
Platform (CSP);

b)  submit  the proposal  by access ing the
Cluster  Submiss ion Platform (CSP) ,  f i l l  and
upload the required documents under the
cal l  for  proposal  page.

ALL PROPOSALS MUST BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY ONLINE VIA
THE CLUSTER SUBMISSION PLATFORM (CSP)
HTTPS://CLUSTERSUBMISSIONPLATFORM.EU/EUROCLUSTE
R_POST/FRIEND-CCI-2ND-OPEN-CALL-SMES/ 



HOW TO APPLY

YOU CAN DOWNLOAD ALL NECESSARY ANNEXES FROM THE CLUSTER SUBMISSION
PLATFORM (CSP):
HTTPS://CLUSTERSUBMISSIONPLATFORM.EU/EUROCLUSTER_POST/FRIEND-CCI-
2ND-OPEN-CALL-SMES/ 

Application form of the partnership Annex A;

Copy of ID of the legal representative of each applying SME;

CV (in English) of project manager of the Lead Partner;

Document of VAT registration for each applying SME, and

evidence of their NACE code;

Signed and scanned Annex C of each applying SME;

Annex D: budget form in Excel format.

Submit your proposal on Cluster Submission Platform by filling

required fields in 3 steps submission. 

LIST OF MANDATORY ANNEXES:

APPLY TO FRIEND CCI CALL
FOR PROJECT PROPOSAL



HOW TO APPLY: FOCUS ON PROVIDED ANNEXES
APPLICATION FORM OF THE PARTNERSHIP OF SME -  ANNEX A

Download it in word format;

Fill it digitally;

Transform it in PDF and submit it as annex;

Project Information;

Project short summary;

Partners information;

Project objective and background;

Concept and methodology;

Impacts and innovation level;

Project management and visibility;

Workplan and timeline;

Budget (this has been exchanged with Annex D

in Excel format);

Additional material.

Application form is composed of 10 chapters:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



ANNEX D: BUDGET FORM TEMPLATE (TO BE SUBMITTED IN EXCEL)

BUDGET TABLE:

Budget category:

A) Personnel costs;

B) Subcotracting;

C) Other costs;

C1) Consumables;

C2) Equipment;

C3) Travels;

C4) Other expenses;

HOW TO APPLY: FOCUS ON PROVIDED ANNEXES



ANNEX C -  PARTNERS DECLARATIONS

Download it in word format;

Fill it;

Legal representative sign it;

Transform it in PDF and submit it as annex;

Statement on financial regulation;

GDPR compliance;

Sensitive information;

Declaration of non-cumulation of grants

on same project

Annex C is composed of:

HOW TO APPLY: FOCUS ON PROVIDED ANNEXES



Project Coordinator:

Mr.  Sergio Calò
sergio.calo@venet iancluster .eu

CONTACTS:

ITALIAN INFO POINT -  VENETIAN CLUSTER SRL

Tutor for applicants:

Ms. Car lotta Campanini
car lotta.campanini@venet iancluster .eu

General  enquires:  info@euroclusterfr iendcci .eu

FRENCH INFO POINT -  FRANCE CLUSTERS

Tutor for applicants:

Ms. L isa Besnard
l isa.besnard@franceclusters .f r

SPANISH INFO POINT -  IDIA CLUSTERS

Tutor for applicants:

Mr. Alvaro Lombardo
alvaro. lombardo@idia.es

ROMANIAN INFO POINT -  OPEN HUB

Tutor for applicants:

Ms. Georgiana Mihai lov ic i ,
projects@openhub.ro

GERMAN INFO POINT -  ITALCAM

Tutor for applicants:

Ms. Lorena Mel is
mel is@italcam.de


